Original and Best Picture of 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 


Owned and Published by GEORGE B. AYRES, Artist, Philadelphia. 


The simple incident of my having brought from Chicago, in 1867, a photographic negative of ABRAHAM LINCOLN doubtless 
preserved what is now regarded the most approved likeness of that illustrious man. The gallery in which I found it was burned 
the next year, and the Great Fire occurred in 1871 ; my negative therefore happily escaped destruction by either of these. 


This negative was made at Springfield, Illinois, in June, 1860, by Alex. Hesler, then Chicago’s most competent photographer, 
who visited Mr. Lincoln for the special purpose, immediately after his nomination to the Presidency. It is not only a good negative 
in an artistic and technical way, but considering that 1860 was a quite early date in the art of Photography, it possesses many 


qualities equal to modern work. 


Apart from the presidential beard, no other portrait is so thoroughly life-like and characteristic of THE MAN. All that 
we know of his great qualities—sterling purity, magnanimity, christian benevolence, heroic purpose, boundless patience, and 
exalted patriotism—all these, united in quaint simplicity, are manifest in the expression of this rare picture. ‘ 


Many of Abraham Lincoln’s surviving friends—those who were his constant associates through all the years of his pro- 
fessional and political life—have unanimously attested the positive merits of this likeness, and have therefore established its 
superiority over all others as the one unrivalled representation of our Martyr President. 


In confirmation of my claims for this matchless presentment of the Great Liberator, | have been honored with the following 


valuable testimonials from men who know whereof they write : 


LINCOLN’S OPINION OF IT—As given by Mr. Hesler, the 
venerable artist, who had the honor of photographing the 
coming President in 1860 : 


Mr. Lincoln was a man who did not care for pictures, especially 
his own. He said he could not see why any one wanted a picture of his 
ugly face; but he would sit to please them, if they wished it. 

When he saw the photograph I had made, he said, ‘‘ Well, ¢hat 
looks better, and expresses me better than any I have seen, If it pleases 


the people, I am satisfied.’’ 
Cuicaco, May 24, 1895. 


““The one man,’’ says Col. McClure, ‘‘ who saw more of 
Abraham Lincoln in all the varied vicissitudes of his life, from 
early manhood to his elevation to the Presidency, was WILLIAM 
H. HERNDON, who was his close friend and law-partner for a 
full score of years.’? Mr. Herndon being deceased, his opinion 
is furnished by his co-laborer : 


GREENCASTLE, IND., February 20, 1893. 
Mr. GEORGE B. Ayres, Artist. 

Dear Sir:—My friend, William H. Herndon, Esq., was undoubtedly 
closer to Mr. Lincoln, and knew more of and about him, than any other 
man in the world. 

When Mr. Herndon and I were engaged in writing the ‘‘ History and 
Personal Recollections of Abraham Lincoln,’ we were furnished with a 
copy of every photograph of the Great Emancipator ever made. Mr. 
Herndon, when the collection was placed oefore him, at once gave the 
place of honor to the Hesler picture. He regarded it as the most literal 
and characteristic portrait of them all. ‘“ He's a little fixed up,’’ he said 
(referring to the somewhat unusual neatness of dress), ‘‘ but there is the 
peculiar curve of the lower lip, the lone mole on the right cheek, and a 
pose of the head so essentially LINCOLNIAN; xo other artist has ever 
caught it.” 

I hope you will meet with great success in the sale of your match- 


less pictures. Very truly, 
JESSE W. WEIK., 


e . 
From Major Henry C. WHITNEY, ex-paymaster, U.S. A., 
and author of that admirable work, “‘ LIFE ON THE CIRCUIT 
WITH LINCOLN. ”’ 


= No. 64 Bellingham Avenue, BEAcHMONT, Mass., June 15, 1893. 
Mr, GeorcE B, Ayres. 

Dear Sir :—No one now on earth knows how Abraham Lincoln looked 
better than I do. 

I was a young man in those early days; I admired Lincoln and 
believed in him. I slept with him, walked with him, and saw him in all 
his moods and tenses, 

Your negative gives by far the most graphic, striking and accurate 
picture of him now extant. 1 have always so expressed myself respecting 
this particular photograph. 

It shows him exactly as he was when he was nominated for Presi- 
dent, and as he looked during the greater part of his life. Noone of his 
close friends ever liked the whiskers. Had he tried wearing them ‘‘on the 
Circuit *’ we would not have tolerated it. 

All of the old set who were Lincoln’s companions, and may still live, 
will concur with me in what I write concerning the wonderful fidelity of 
your picture; zt 7s beyond dispute. 

When Herndon was getting up his “ Life of Lincoln,’’ I sent him a 
copy from this same negative (which I then obtained in Chicago), and he 
ues this likeness as /he best of all for his book—just as 1 felt sure he 
would, 

You are welcome to print all that I have written. Yours truly, 


HENRY C. WHITNEY. 


The voice of the family (it may be said) is expressed in this 
neat testimonial from Mrs. LINCOLN’S SISTER, late Post-Mistress 
of her town. 

Evizaretutown, Kentucky, Ma 1895. 
Mr.Geo. B. Ayres. k aoa 
: Dear Sir:—The photograph of Abraham Lincoln from the negative 
in your possession is ‘he truest | have ever had, and is as perfect as it 
could be—as I remember him in 1860. I prefer it to any I have ever had of 


him. Respectfully, 
EMILY TODD HELM. 


The distinguished authors of ‘‘ ABRAHAM LINCOLN—A His- 
TORY,” (first published in The Century Magazine,) obtained 
from me and SELECTED. THIS PORTRAIT FOR THE LEADING 
ILLUSTRATION (frontispiece) of their great and voluminous 
work. Their intimate personal knowledge of Mr. Lincoln fully 
eoranshes their competency to judge concerning any likeness 
of him. 


“We knew Mr. Lincoln intimately before his election to the Presi- 
dency. We came from Illinois to Washington with him, and remained at 
his side and in his service - separately or together—until the day of his 
death. We were the daily and nightly witnesses of the incidents, the 
anxieties, the fears and the hopes which pervaded the Executive Mansion 
and the National Capital. The President's correspondence, both official 
and private, passed through our hands: he gave us his full confidence.” 


(Authors’ Preface, p. 12) 
JOHN G. NICOLAY, 
JOHN HAY. 


The hotel which Mr. Lincoln chuse, during his visits to 
Chicago, was always the TREMONT House, corner of Lake and 
Dearborn Streets. Of the old firm, Gage Brother & Drake, the 
last only survives. 
Tue Granp Paciric Hore, 
Curcaco, April 18, 1895. 

Gro. B. Ayrgs, Artist. 

_ Dear Sir :—Our Mr. John B. Drake requests us to acknowledge the 
receipt of your photograph of Abraham Lincoln, and to say that he con- 
siders it Jexfect, as he remembers him. Nothing could add to its fidelity. 


Yours truly, 
DRAKE, PARKER & CO. 


From Hon. JOHN M. Scott, Chief Justice of Illinois, whose 
knowledge of Lincoln began on the Circuit with him. 


BioomincGrton, ILtinois, March 22, 1895. 
Mr, GsorGe B, AyrEs, 

Dear Sty :—Accept thanks for your excellent photograph of 
Abraham Lincoln. I knew him well; and as I now recall with distinctness 
his features and personal appearance, I do not hesitate to say that of all 
the pictures I have ever seen of him, the one you have is the most natural 
and life-like. 

There is much in it that gives a pleasant impression ; and it brings 
back to us who knew him personally, a view of Mr. Lincoln we most like 
to remember, 

Very truly yours, 
JOHN M.SCOTT. 


Gen. M. R. M. WALLACE, before service during the War, 
was a conspicuous lawyer in Chicago, at whose office (Wallace 
& Whitney) Lincoln was accustomed to make his professional 
head-quarters while in the city. 

Cuicaco, AprIL 14, 1895. 
GerorGe B, Ayrgs, Artist. 

Dear Sir :—Y our picture of Abraham Lincoln, kindly sent me, is the 

most faithfully true to the great and grand original that has ever come to 


my attention. 
I knew him intimately when he looked Just like that ! 


Very truly, 
M. R. M. WALLACE. 


Department of the Interior, Pensions : Board of Review. 
Ww D, C., M » 1864. 
Mr. Georce B. Ayres. ASE IELO 5 h(E pies oy 
Dear Sir:—1 Se your photograph of Lincoln as unguestionably 


the best ever taken of him prior to his election to the Presidency. 


It shows him in his best mood, with a gentle smile lighting up his 
noble, sympathetic face; delineating every feature, every line of his 
countenance, as we were wont to see it in the early days of 1850-1860, 
before the cares and burdens of his great office had saddened and hardened 
it; and too, before the growth of whiskers which hid from view some of 
its most salient points. 

To those who knew and loved Lincoln—the Man, the Lawyer, the 


‘Statesman, unfettered by the responsibilities of official life—this picture is 


pre-eminently the one to recall to memory the kindly features of ““ HONEST 
Otp ABE” of ante-bellum days. I shall prize the photograph very highly. 


Truly yours, 
JAMES W. SOMERS. 
Formerly Member of the Bar, 8th Judicial Circuit of Illinois. 


From GENERAL JOHN M. PALMER, United States Senator 
from Illinois. 

SPRINGFIELD, ILi1nots, March 21, 1895. 
Mr. GrorGe B. Ayres, Artist. 

My Dear Siy:—I have your favor of 18th inst. and the copy of 
your Lincoln photograph. 

I became acquainted with Mr. Lincoln in December, 1839. I saw 
much of him ‘fon the Stump” and in the Courts; and in 1855, became 
intimate with with him, and our intimacy continued until his death. 

I know of no better ante-presidential picture of Abraham Licoln than 
yours—and indeed there ts none better! 

Yours truly, 
JOHN M. PALMER. 


LEONARD W. VOLK, whose fame as a Sculptor is so largely 
associated with his statues of Lincoln, writes: 


Doucias Monument Square, Cuicaco, May 15, 189}. 
Mr. GeorGeE B, Ayrgs. 

Dear Siy:—\ have duly received the photograph of Abraham Lincoln, 
kindly sent me by you, and for which accept best thanks. 

At the time your negative was made, 1860, I had a print from it. 
Considering that Photography was little understood in the West at that 
time compared with the present, I regard yours as a most excellent 
likeness ; well timed, with good modeling and development. 


Wishing you success in your laudable undertaking, I am, 


Yours very truly, 
LEONARD W. VOLK. 


Law Office of Cunningham & Boggs, Ursana, Itv., May 15, 1894. 
Mr, GeorGE B. Ayres. 

My Dear Sir:—The photograph of Mr. Lincoln, and your favor of 
reth inst. have been received. I unhesitatingly say that ¢his picture is the 
best ever made of him. The camera found him in one of his best moods, 
and most faithfully recorded it. 

He looks here as we so often saw him, when life on the Circuit 
brought him to our town at every term of Court, for many years, and 
before politicians and rebels had vexed his soul. 

Most of the pictures sent out, which pretend to delineate him, are the 
merest caricatures, and wholly unworthy of patronage. 

Thanking you for this life-like specimen, which I shall highly cher- 


ish, lam, Yours 
J. O. CUNNINGHAM. 


Hon. LyMAN TRUMBULL, once a Justice of the Supreme 
Court of Illinois, and a United States Senator for eighteen years, 
knew Lincoln thoroughly. 

CurcaGco, March 21, 1895. 
Mr, Georce B. Ayres, Artist. 

Dear Sir :—Your photograph of Abraham Lincoln, taken before he 
became President, brings vividly before me his face and features as I knew 
him. 

It is a most excellent likeness. 

Yours very truly, ; 
LYMAN TRUMBULL. 


From United States Senator DANIEL W. VOORHEES, of , 


Indiana. 
Terre Haute, Inp., May 19, 1895. 


Mr. GrorGeE B. Ayrgs. 2 
Dear Sir :-—In my early life I met Abraham Lincoln in the active 


practice of the law continuously ; sometimes with him as associate counsel 
and at other times as opposing counsel. 

He was the most striking individuality I ever met. I came to know 
him well, was personally deeply attached to him, and he was exceedingly 
kind to me as he was generally to all young men. 

Your picture of him is the very best ever made, and in my opinion it 
would be impossible to improve upon it. Mr. Lincoln wore no beard until 
after his election to the Presidency, and I always thought it detracted from 
the greatness of his wonderful face. 

I was not aware of the existence of such a negative as you have, and 
can only say that I congratulate the present. and future generations on the 
preservation of Abraham Lincoln’s face as it was known and appreciated 
by those who knew him best in the prime and glory of his manhood. 


Very truly yours 
D. W. VOORHEES. 


From Davip QuicG, EsQ., now an eminent lawyer at 

Chicago, who knew Lincoln well. 
Borpen Brock, Cuicaco, April 17, 1895. 

GeorGe B. Ayres, Artist. 

Dear Sir :—Please accept my thanks for the photograph of Abraham 
Lincoln. 

I became acquainted with him in 1855, and met him quite frequently 
socially and professionally, for several years. 

I have no hesitation in saying that the picture sent me is che best and 


most satisfactory likeness of him I have ever seen. 
Very truly yours, 
DAVID QUIGG,. 


From Cor. A. K. McCuurg, the distinguished Philadelphia 
Editor, and author of “ LINcoLN AND MEN OF WAR TIMEs.” 


The Times Office, PHILADELPHIA, Oct. 6, 1892. 
Mr. Georce B. Ayres. 

My Dear Sir :—The photograph of Lincoln from a negative in your 
possession, is the best picture of him as he was in 1860 when nominated for 
President, that I have seen. I have carefully examined all the pictures of 
Lincoln that I could find, and I unhesitatingly declare yours to be as perfect 
as possible of Lincoln at that time. Yours, etc., 

A. K McCLURE. 


WILLIAM OsBoRN STODDARD, whose ‘‘Lives of the Presi- 
dents,’’ and numerous other works, have made his name familiar 
and his reputation national, was a Secretary of Lincoln’s, and 
had years of intimacy with him in the White House. 


Maopison, New Jersey, March 26, 1895. 
Mr, GrorGe B. Ayres. 

Dear Sir:—I thank you for the photograph of Lincoln you have 
kindly sent me. 

In my opinion, this picture has a peculiar value apart from its 
unquestionable fidelity as a likeness: that is, for comparison with the 
pictures taken since 1860. The beard which he permitted to grow in 1561, 
whether closely cut or not, conceals much that many might wish to study. 


There were other changes in the years after 1860—lines which 
deepened, and shadows which came to stay ; but almost everybody, I 
think, would wish a copy of this face as it was before the lines and 


shadows were so very deep. Yours truly, 
WILLIAM O. STODDARD. 


Hon. HENRY W. BLopcGeETT, ex-Senator of Illinois, and 
ex-U. S. District Judge, a lawyer of national reputation, was one 
of Lincoln’s oldest friends. 

Waukecean, Ict., April 25, 1895 
Mr. Georce B Ayrgs. een 
_ Dear Sir:—-1 consider your picture the best likeness of Abraham 
Lincoln as he looked in 1860 ¢hat has ever been produced. 


I hope you will have a large sale of copies from this negative, because 
I feel sure that xo other could better portray the man as he appeared at the 
date of his first nomination. To me it is priceless. 
Yours truly, 
H. W. BLODGETT. 


Hon. JAMES R. DooLITTLeE, ex-U. S. Senator, now an emi- 
nent lawyer of Chicago, was President of the celebrated “ Peace 
Convention”’ held at Philadelphia, in 1865, and one of Lincoln’s 
closest political associates. 

Marquette Building, Cu1caco, May 16, 1895. 


Ggorce B Ayres, Artist. 

My Dear Sir:--I have received your photograph of Abraham Lincoln, 
as he was in 1860 

I was very familiar with his features, and I certainly think you have 
succeeded in representing him to the life more perfectly than any other. 


Very truly yours, 
J. R. DOOLITTLE. 


_ From United States Senator SHELBy M. CuLtom, of Illi- 
nois. 


United States Senate, Wasuincron D. C., March 23, 1895. 
Mr. Georce B. Ayres, : De 
My Dear Sir:—I have received the phctograph of Abraham Lincoln 
from you; and to make a long story short I regard it as the very best 
picture extant of Mr. Lincoln as he was before he was elected President 
of the United States. Very truly yours, 
S. M. CULLOM. 


81 Dartmouth Street, Boston, Mass., July 19, 1893. 
Mr. GrorGe B, Ayrgs. : : ele 

_ Dear Siy :—Please accept my thanks for the photograph of Abraham 
Lincoln. 

_ It was my privilege to make his acquaintance the day after his nomi- 
nation, in his own home, at Springfield, Lil. 

, Your picture represents him faithfully; his face smoothly shaven, 
his hair disheveled, his countenance expressive of firmness of character, 
yet indescribably fascinating by its amiability and kindness. I also met 
him frequently dur.ng his Presidential term, and walked with him through 
the streets of burning Richmond, 

This portrait is beyond question an INVALUABLE REPRESENTATION of 
Abraham Lincoln, who will be regarded as one of the most remarkable 


men of all the ages Yours truly, 
CHARLES CARLETON COFBFIN.* 


t *“Carleton” the renowned War Correspondent, 1861-5, and author 
of ‘‘A Life of Lincoln.” 


From Mr. Noan Brooks, one of Lincoln’s Secretaries at 
Washington, whose contributions to The Century Magazine 
prove his close relations with Mr. Lincoln. 

New York, May 14, 1895. 
Groxce B. Ayrgs, Artist. No. 10 E, a8th St. 

My Dear Sir :—On my return from an Oriental outing I find your 
photograph of Lincoln awaiting me—for which I thank you very much, 

__ I knew Abraham Lincoln with some degree of intimacy from 1855 
until the day of his death; and the photograph which you have made from 
your own original negative appears to me as the only life-like picture of 


“Lincoln before the War’’ that I have ever seen. Yours truly, 
NOAH BROOKS. 


Mr. T. H. BARTLETT, of Boston, Sculptor and Art-Lecturer, 
who for a special purpose, devoted many years to the collection 
and study of Lincoln portraits, writes : 


No. 5 Oxford Terrace, Boston, Mass., July 2, 1892. 
Mr, Georce B. Ayrgs, Philadelphia, Pa. 

My Dear Sir:—I am very glad to give you my estimate of your 
photograph of Zincoim—the original of the engraving published in 7he 
Century magazine—after studying Lincoln's portraits for eighteen years, 
and comparing it with dozens of different ones, from the first one taken to 
the last. 

To meit isthe most human and approachable one I know of. It is 
priceless, and worth its weight in diamonds. It is indeed a beautiful 
and truthful representation of the man—before Lincoln worea beard. 


I wish yeu the greatest success in its disposal. You deserve to sell 
thousands. Very sincerely yours, 
T. H. BARTLETT. 


From Dr. EGLE, State Librarian of Pennsylvania, and 
able chronicler of State and Local History : 


HarrispurG, Pa., June 6, 1894. 
Grorce B. Ayrgs, Artist, Philadelphia. 


My Dear Friend :—\ am in receipt of your admirable photograph of 
Abraham Lincoln, and have placed it in a case in the State Library, so 
that others may have the opportunity of seeing it. 

I am glad that you were the fortunate person to have secured, and 
thus preserved this invaluable negative of Lincoln, a circumstance though 
fortuitous in 1367, is certainly to be regarded as a providential result in 1894. 


I congratulate you on having been the worthy custodian of this 
remarkable portrait during the quarter-century through which its great 
original was emerging from the gloom of political aspersion into the 
light of immortality. The important service you did in rescuing this 
fine picture of Mr. Lincoln can only be estimated by supposing that, in 
like manner, you had been instrumental in giving us a correspondingly 
perfect likeness of Washington or Franklin. 

: Sincerely yours, 
WILLIAM H. EGLE. 


What is probably the best photographic likeness of Abraham Lincoln 
ever taken is on exhibition at Doll & Richard's, on Park Street. It is from 
the original negative owned by Mr. George B. Ayres, of Philadelphia. It 
was taken in 1860, and is good, both technically and artistically. It 
belongs to the time of Lincoln's nomination for the Presidency, and shows 
him without the beard that he afterwards wore. The absence of this is a 
great gain; the beard gave his face an uncouth look, which is lacking 
here. This picture brings out ¢he character of the face very strongly ; 
the head has a nobly sculpturesque look, with the vigorous lines and 
powerful features of the Great American. Sagacity, kindliness, humor, 
sterling rectitude, and greatness of mind and soul show in this face. 


Art-Editor, Boston Sunday Herald, May 13, 1894 


Price, Three Dollars each. Oval sight-measure of picture, 6% x 8% inches. Every copy satisfactory. 
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